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1842.] Davis’s Case of Chronic Enlargement of the Spleen. 

superficial ulceration, we have found it a decidedly better remedy than the 
nitrate of silver; but in dense opacity, or leucoma, and in deep penetrating 
ulcer, when we fear perforation of the cornea, and escape of the aqueous 
humour, we believe the nitrate in substance the better application. 

In many of the chronic diseases of the external tunics, we are in the 
practice of combining the use of the nitrate and creasote, with most excel¬ 
lent results. 

In fine, we are quite confident the creasote will prove a very valuable addi¬ 
tion to our stock of remedies for diseases of the eye. 


Art. XV.— Chronic Enlargement of the Spleen. By N. S. Davis, M. D., 
of Binghamton, N. Y. 

Was called to see Mrs. W., aged 47 years, a few days before her 

death. She was naturally a strong, healthy, labouring woman. Found her 
very much emaciated; countenance bloated, with an expression of suffering 
and anxiety; pulse 95 per minute, and feeble; frequent nausea, and sometimes 
vomiting; bowels inactive; tongue covered with a slight yellow fur in the 
middle; much thirst, and little appetite. On examining the abdomen, a hard, 
and apparently indolent tumour was found, occupying the whole left hypo¬ 
chondriac region, from the diaphragm to the os ilium, and from the left 
side of the spinal column to the right side of the epigasttic region; thence 
downward on the right side of the umbilicus, to within one inch of the os 
ilium of the right side. 

Its pressure against the stomach and diaphragm often causes much diffi¬ 
culty of breathing, and a great sense of weight and sinking in the epigas¬ 
trium and left side. 1 here was very little tenderness to the pressure except 
in a few circumscribed places of small extent. She had some night sweats, 
and was evidently labouring under a mild grade of irritative or hectic fever. 
The same symptoms continued gradually increasing in severity, until the 
stomach would no longer retain any considerable nourishment, and the 
patient died comatose on the 23d of May, 1842. 

Post mortem examination twenty four hours after death. —On opening the 
abdomen in the usual way, a large, firm, fleshy mass presented itself, filling all 
the left hypochondriac and iliac regions, and more than two-thirds of the 
epigastric, and umbilical regions. It was enclosed in a complete sac of 
dense cellular tissue; which in many places was highly injected with blood, 
and slightly adhered to the surface of the enlarged viscus. On laying open 
and removing this sac, the surface of the spleen appeared covered by its peri¬ 
toneal coat; colour rather darker than natural, except in three or four places 
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of small extent, where it appeard the colour of charcoal, from the tissue 
beneath being melanosed or filled with a black substance. The blood-vessels 
were enormously large, and the substance of the organ very firm; and more 
or less engorged with dark blood throughout. It was 12 inches in length 
9 in circumference, and weighed eight pounds and ten ounces, without the 
sac which surrounded it. The only appearances of active inflammation, were 

on the under surface of the sac, and where it came in contact with the arch 
of the colon. 

The stomach was unusually pale in its external appearance; and its pyloric 
orifice considerably thickened and contracted. 

All the other viscera appeared normal. No cause could be assigned for the 
commencement of the morbid action in the spleen, which was first observed 
about four years previous to the patient’s death. 

Binghamton, N. Y., June 24/A, 1842. 


Al d^'7 Ca>e , ° f ? el f n0U * PoI W m ' cured «*A Sanguinaria Cana - 
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In August 1840,1 extracted a polypus from the nose of a youn- lady 
obs rLt P Z C nos! t i!° ^ ^ ^ ^ d ° W " int0 lhe throat - s ° » <<* 

swain h m’ 3nd Pr ° dUCe cons «derable difficulty in breathing and 
swalbwmg. When extracted, which was done through the mouth it was 
found to be a tenacious, membranous sac, filled with a straw-coloured gela- 

surrace. The sac had gradually expanded forward into the nostril and 
downwards into the throat, conforming its shape and size to ,ho=e pasLe" 
unld the posterior portion had become as large as a hen’s egg, and die nasal 
po t,on 'omewhat less, when it was extracted. No symptoms of a re"i,rn 

menceme„ y , P The7n UnU1 ““ ^ the ,ime of ils com- 

mencement. The yellow puccoon root, not having the red, was tried but th» 
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mes broke, and discharged its gelatinous contents. In July 1841, I extract- 
»“ -*- 1 *—■>'»-- 

felMhe S , pring ’ earlyApri1, ab0at the Same time ,he first symptoms had been 
fe t the two previous years, it commenced again. About a month afterwards 

when it had become so large as almost to obstruct the nostril, I prTcured 
° ,he . san o u mana canadensis finely powdered, and caused^t tube 
snuffed up the nostril, and .he throat to be gargled with a strong infusion. In 




